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Bonn, 16 January 2012

Welcome message for “Sport for All” Congress from IPC President Sir
Philip Craven.

Good morning,

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to this
“Sport for All” Congress and congratulate the Islamic Republic of Iran
Sport Federation for the Disabled for their continued excellent work
in promoting sport for people with an impairment.

I am confident that bringing so many experts together under one roof
over the next two days will lead to some excellent and detailed
discussion about how Paralympic Sport can be developed not just in
Iran and Asia, but across the world.

In August 2006, the United Nations and its 192 member nations
agreed a new treaty to advance and protect the rights of persons
with a disability.

For the first time it recognized that all persons with an impairment
should have the right to participate in sporting activities with a
choice between mainstream and disability-specific programmes; have
equal access to sporting activities in the school system; and have
access to sporting and recreational venues whether as a participant
or as a spectator.

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities quite
simply said “Sport should be for All “.

Since then 153 countries have signed the convention and 109 have
ratified it, including Iran in October 2009.

Despite this success, sport is still not for all, even though no-one can
argue with the significant benefits it brings.

By its very nature, sport is about participation. It is about inclusion
and citizenship. It stands for human values such as respect for the



opponent, acceptance of binding rules, teamwork and fairness, all of
which are principles which are also contained in the Charter of the
United Nations.

Sport leads to a healthier society, and as shown with previous
Paralympic Games, especially in 2008, Paralympic Sport has the
unique ability to change and make for a more equitable society as
well.

That is why the development of para sport is one of the International
Paralympic Committee’s six Strategic Goals for the next three years
and beyond.

Our aim, together with our members across the world, is to increase
the number of people participating in para-sport at all levels, from
the grassroots right through to the elite level.

It sounds simple enough, however to achieve our goal we need to
determine what is prohibiting people from taking part in sport and
tackle them head on. Only then can we truly make “Sport for All. “

I’d like to finish by wishing you all a highly successful “Sport for All”
Congress and look forward to seeing many of you later this year for
the London 2012 Paralympic Games.

Sir Philip Craven MBE

President, International Paralympic Committee
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